What Makes
Me special?

written by Royce & Tara Laguerta
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Once a upon a time,

there was a young boy who was feeling pretty
low. Every day, he felt frustrated because
everyone around him seemed to be bigger, faster,
and stronger than he was. He wondered if there
was anything that made him special.

Im not big, strong, or very fast.
Dad, what makes me special?”
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His Dad was quiet for moment trying to
think of the best way to answer his son's
question.

I've got a great idea son. Let's go to the
zoo and I'm going to show you the answer.”
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The boy thought, ‘| don't think going
to the zoo will help but at least |

could look at some cool animals.”
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The moment they entered the zoo, they saw a

big elephant standing tall and strong.

The boy was very curious and wanted to know
why the elephant was special, so he asked him,

"What makes you special?”
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The elephant spoke in a calm voice, saying,

‘Hello there, young one. I'm special because of my

big size. It helps me stay safe and move easily

around in this kingdom."

The boy was amazed by the elephant’s words but
knew he couldn't be as big and majestic as the
elephant.

The boy Sadly thougkt, ‘I can never
match the size of the elephant.’
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‘Come on son, there's plenty more animals to see
and speak to. said the dad.

So next the father took his son to see the lion.
The curious boy asked the lion,

‘Hey, Mr. Lion, what makes you so special?”.
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The lion proudly said, | am strong and
mighty because of my loud and fierce roar,
ittle onel”

‘ROARI!I"

Woanting to feel brave, the boy tried to roar
too, but his sound was much quieter than the
lion's. He felt a bit sad, thinking he could
never be as powerful.

The boy sadly thought, ‘| can
never be as loud and powerful
as the lion."
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The boys father encouraged his son to keep

going. ‘Come on son, let's go see your favorite

animal next.

With a small smile on his face, the boy turned
to the cheetah and asked the same question.

"What makes you special?”
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The cheetah, with a gleaming smile, replied,
‘Catch up to me, and you shall discover my

gi(t,“ as the cheetah took off running.

Eager to prove himself, the boy tried to
sprint to keep up with the cheetah.

However, his legs soon tired, and he was
unable to keep up with the cheetah's fast
pace.

"Wait for mel"
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After a few moments the cheetah realized
the boy was far behind.

When he returned he said to the boy, “As
you can see my gift lies in my speed, enabling
me to evade and capture in my kingdom."

Out of breath and exhausted, the boy was
disappointed once again, realizing he could
never match the lightening speed of the
cheetah.
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The boy Sadly tlnougl'\t,"rm never
going to be as fast.’
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After what seemed like a long day the boy and his
dad finally took a little break and found a quiet
place to sit. The little boy looked up at his dad with
sad eyes and asked the same question he had to

begin with:

"Dad, what me makes me special? | don't have the
size of an elephant, the loud roar of a lion, or the
super-fast speed of a cheetah. | thought you were
taking me to the zoo to show me the answer but
I've only seen more examples of what I'm not.

His dad smiled and said, ‘My dear, your gift is even
more powerful than those animals’ gifts. It's the most
special gift of all.”
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“Your gift is not about how big, loud, or fast
you are. Your true gift is in your thoughts.

You have a special ability to choose and nurture

your thoughts.

With your thoughts you can create massive
structures, connect with milions of people, and
build machines that can travel extremely fast!"

"Your thoughts can shape your future. They can move
you forward or they can hold you back.”
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The boy finally realized that all he'd been thinking
about what gifts he didn't have instead of
focusing on the gift he does.

Realizing his special gift he made a vow to
strengthen his gift as much as possible.

From that day on, he dedicated himself to making
his thoughts better.

He asked questions, learned more, created more
and practiced making his thoughts stronger.
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And when the boy grew up..

He built structures ten thousand times bigger

than an elephant!
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He helped, lead, and inspired thousands of people

without single roar like the lion.
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He even invented super-fast machines and raced
with the speediest creatures!
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All because he understood his special gift - using
the magic of his thoughts to do incredible things!

| WONDER WHAT
ELSE | CAN DO?
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